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             ’06 Earthquake Centennial Alliance

1906 EARTHQUAKE Centennial Coordinating Meeting Minutes

September 23, 2002, Oakland Museum

(compiled from notes taken by Mark Madeiros, Aimee Klask, Mary Lou Zoback and Carol Prentice)

Attendance: 25 (approx)

I. New representatives gave summaries of their organization’s plans, and those with updated plans summarized their updates. See summaries at end of notes for details. See minutes from meeting of July 16, 2002, for original summaries of plans. 

II. We discussed what the purpose of this group should be, and how best to proceed. This planning effort, which began as an informal coordination of activities, has mushroomed.  The resources and talent available in the Bay Area are enormous.  Need to form some sort of loose coalition/consortium and give it an identity.  A “mission” statement could be crafted as part of a standardized blurb that all participants could use as part of their fund-raising efforts, for example.  This would also allow each organization to explain how their proposed effort fits into the larger structure. 

We decided to organize into subgroups. We need a steering committee, and anyone interested in serving on the steering committee should send e-mail to Carol Prentice (cprentice@usgs.gov) before the end of November.

Other sub-groups that we identified are listed below. People interested in participating in these groups should contact the coordinator for that sub-group.

1. Exhibits

a. Stacey Zwald (email: szwald@museumca.org) coordinator 

b. 4 month goal

i. identify overall theme 

ii. identify specific emphasis per institution
2. Professional Organizations’ programs

a. Susan Newman (snewman@seismosoc.org) coordinator

b. 4 month goal

i. identify themes

ii. identify individual speakers

iii. discuss possibility to work with institutions for/on virtual projects

iv. discuss how programs can have public appeal 

v. discuss how programs can be relevant to other disciplines
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3. Public Programs- events

a. Mary Miller (marym@isaac.exploratorium.edu) initial coordinator

b. Parks

c. Preparedness groups
4. Public Education Group

a. Amy Gaver (email address needed) nominated coordinator [Chris Kramer suggested her]

b. Other title for this group- Promoting Risk Reduction

5. K-12 Education

a. Topics to cover- Earth Science| History| Art

b. Coordinator needs to be identified 

1. Mary Miller will see if she knows of anyone who wants to participate in the group and/or be the coordinator

2. need to ask Mark Medeiros if he knows of anyone

6. Marketing and PR

a. No coordinator identified

b. This group is on hold during this phase of the project
Next Steps

· Identify what group you would like to participate in and contact that group’s coordinator


· Subgroups to meet and begin planning

Update meeting in January (yet to be determined) of the entire group

Summaries of plans from new representatives and updated plans:

1) California State Parks-

Carol Prentice reported that Sonoma State Park was very enthusiastic about the idea of creating an earthquake trail

2) UC Berkeley

Lind Gee (Seismo Lab, Berkeley) organized a campus-wide meeting to discuss possible events related to 1906 centennial. Summary of the UCB meeting is below: 

  The meeting started with introductions and then a review of

known Bay Area plans for celebrating 2006.  Lind Gee, Barbara

Romanowicz, and Theresa Salazar have participated in some of

the Bay Area coordination meetings.  

  Theresa described the 1906 project currently in progress at Bancroft

Library, which is centered on the development of a digital archive

on the 1906 earthquake and fire.  Bancroft is working with the CA Historical
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Society, the CA State Library, Stanford, and Huntington Libraries.

Included in this archive is a electronic version of the 1908 Lawson

report.  Philip Fradkin (author of Magnitude 8) is serving as a consultant to 

Bancroft.

  Many ideas were discussed for activities/projects at UC Berkeley.  Steve

Finacom brought a sheet summarizing highlights of UC and the 1906

earthquake and copies of the article published in the Chronicle

of the University of California by Janet Ruyle.

  Ideas tossed around include:

      - Exhibition on each of the retrofitted buildings

      - Conference on retrofit approaches used on campus

      - Book on retrofit projects, documenting the projects

      - Exhibit on non-capital SAFER projects, such as Business Resumption 

Planning

            and non-structural hazard mitigation

      - Studies of "characters"

            Andy Lawson, but also focusing on contributions made

            by UC Berkeley scientists and engineers to the earthquake

            problem since 1906.

      - New courses - multi-disciplinary

            Freshman seminar

      - Multi-disciplinary lecture series (oriented toward the public)

      - Musical (Sarah Bernhardt gave a benefit concert on May 17 in the Greek 

Theater)

      - Film series (PFA)

      - Cal Performances series

      - Tours/brochure of the 1906 campus

      - Tours/brochure of the 2006 SAFER improvements

      - Tours/brochure of the Hayward fault on campus

      - Exhibits

            Historical instrumentation (BSL)

            Bancroft/LHS joint effort

            Berkeley Historical Society…

3) San Francisco City Library

Susan Goldstine, archivist of the City Library, reported that they would like to participate and do have some public meeting rooms and an auditorium that seats 250-300 people.

4) 1906 Earthquake epicenter commemorative plaque
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Jim Turner, E Clampus Vitus Society, is negotiating with Daly City to have a plaque erected in one of the city parks explaining something about the earthquake and noting that the epicenter of the event was likely close offshore from this park.

5) Museum of the City of San Francisco

Roger Birt, professor at San Francisco State U, has been working with Gladys Hansen and serves on the unofficial Board of Directors of the Museum of San Francisco.  They are planning an exhibition for 1906, but no details are available.

6) CA Legion of Honor

Karin Breuer reported that they are planning a photographic exhibition.  They have a series of photos of 1906 by Arnold Gunther that were reprinted by Ansel Adams 50 years later.

7) Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG)

Jeanne Perkins of ABAG distributed a one-page draft proposal for an integrated exhibit catalog.  She envisions that this catalog could list all the events (museums, talks, out-of-doors activities?), it would provide joint advertising and listing.  She hopes it can be used to make a broad statement about the need for earthquake preparedness.

8) Exploratorium

Mary Miller, head of the Exploratorium’s Center for Media and Communication, indicated that the Exploratorium is very interested in participating.  While this interactive museum doesn’t have standard “exhibits”, one area she felt they would be very interested in is webcasting.  They had a live web “field trip” along the San Andreas fault together with extensive material to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake.  The Exploratorium recently received an NSF grant to “expand the public understanding of research” and felt that they could probably develop something around that theme.

9) Oakland Museum

Mark Medeiros  reported that he applied for and received a $25K planning grant to develop a plan by the end of June (2003) for their 1906 Centennial exhibition.  They are planning on an exhibit to fill 3000 or preferably 9000 square feet.  This 8 month planning grant will allow them determine what they have and what message they want to deliver.  They are also exploring outside funding opportunities.  A Museum of Oakland employee will be working 2 days/week on this planning grant.

10) American Red Cross,

Doug Sandy reported that the Red Cross definitely wants to participate in the 1906 Centennial.  He expressed possible interest in an updated newspaper insert with information on the earthquake hazard in the Bay Area and what measures homeowners can take to be better prepared.  After Loma Prieta, the USGS, working with many groups, prepared a 16?-page, full color booklet and the Red Cross and United Way helped fund the printing of 5 million copies, 3.5 million of which were distributed free in the Sunday editions of the SF Chronicle and the San Jose Mercury News.  1.5 million copies have been distributed since then.  The Red Cross has 
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also developed a school curriculum called “Masters of Disaster” which covers earthquake and other natural disasters.

11) Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (EERI)

Charlie Scawthorne, a consulting seismic engineer, is leading the Northern California chapter of EERI in a Quake06 campaign.  Their goal is to highlight seismic retrofit projects ongoing in the Bay Area.  The SF Bay Area is the probably the best prepared place in the world for earthquakes, yet there is so much more we need to do.  They plan press conferences every 6 months to highlight retrofit projects and send a positive message that earthquakes are a manageable problem.  They hope to have a long list of accomplishments in this area by 2006.

Susan Tubbesing, the executive Director of EERI, reported that they plan to have their quadrennial national conference in 2006 in San Francisco sometime the week of the 1906 centennial.  They will coordinate with the Seismological Society of America’s (SSA) planned annual meeting also in San Francisco (reported on previously) that will start with a public day on April 18, 2006.

12) Western States Seismic Policy Council (WSSPC)

Patty Sutch, Executive Director of WSSPC, reports that they have a large national conference planned for 2004 which would represent the 10th anniversary of the M6.7 Northridge earthquake and the 40th anniversary of the M8.6 Alaskan earthquake.  She thought this conference could be a springboard into 1906.  WSSPC is headquartered in Palo Alto and includes top emergency managers from all the western states.

13) CA Academy of Sciences

Jean DeMouthe reported that, unfortunately, their building in Golden Gate Park has been condemned and will be shut down for seismic retrofitting during 2006.  They are getting ready to move out.  Jean offered to loan out their current earthquake exhibits and noted that they also have artifacts from 1906 when the first CA Academy of Sciences building burned down.  There was some discussion about whether the retrofit work in Golden Gate park could be worked into some kind of educational exhibit on retrofitting. 
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