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  1906 Earthquake Centennial Alliance 

MINUTES – GENERAL MEETING ON JULY 26,  2004

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

The Oakland  Museum of California

The next General Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 12 at 10:00 AM in San Francisco.

A list of all meeting participants is given at the end of the minutes.

1. Welcome and Introductions –

Earl Aurelius, Executive Director of the Alliance announced that the 1906 Earthquake Centennial Alliance is now officially a non-profit corporation.

Earl also mentioned a new member from Illinois who will be participating in the 1906 Centennial activities in 2006.   Becky Dailey from Illinois will be putting together a personal DVD documentary exhibit of the 1906 earthquake from 52 original photographs taken by her Aunt.

Mark Medeiros, director of the Oakland Museum welcomed meeting participants to the museum.  Mark Medeiros and 1906 Exhibit project director, Aimee Klask updated participants on the ongoing designs and plans for the Oakland Museum’s earthquake centennial exhibit.  The Museum is working with West Office Exhibition Design on an 8,000 to 9,000 square foot of exhibit for April through October 2006.  Roger Birt, humanities professor at  San Francisco State University, is a consultant on the project.

The museum also welcomes proposals for museum co-sponsorship of 1906 Centennial public programs.  A 300-seat and 1,500-seat theatre/auditorium will be available.

Aimee Klask announced that the 1906 Museum Exhibits Sub-Committee Meeting is scheduled to meet on August 18, 2004.  The meeting will be held in the Natural Science Gallery at the Oakland Museum from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Introduction of meeting participants continues around the room.

2. Presentations:

(A) “Searching for the ruins of the San Francisco 1906 earthquake” – Mark Klett, Professor, Herberger  School of Art, Arizona State University.

Professor Mark Klett spoke about his photography project with Phil Fradkin (author of seven books on California and the American West). They have been locating and precisely rephotographing of classic 1906 post-earthquake photos.  The working title “Searching for the ruins…” relates to identifying of old buildings, monuments, homes, landmarks, cemeteries, billboards, etc., that survived the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.   Like the ruins, Mark Klett is also interested in finding the skeletons of those buildings and landmarks that did not survive.  Mark’s presentation took meeting participants on a wonderful tour of some of the “ruins” and “skeletons” in San Francisco photographed at a 1:1 scale to show the “before and after.” The historical photographs show how many structures were remodeled and others intentionally moves.  Klett also captured historical photographs of people, soldiers and refugee camps. Professor Klett’s interests are to look at historic material, bring it into the contemporary dialogue, and relate it to today’s world.

(B) “Mori: An Internet-based Earthwork” – Ken Goldberg, Professor, Industrial Engineering and Operations Research, founder of the Art, Technology, and Culture Colloquium at the University of California, Berkeley.

Professor Goldberg described the “Mori” project, in which earth movement adjacent to the Hayward Fault detected by a seismograph is converted to a digital signal and displayed continuously on the Internet..  Initially developed as visual Web interface, the project has expanded into an art installation where the live seismic data stream drives an embedded visual display and immersive low-frequency sounds, which echo the unpredictable fluctuations of the earth's movement.  Plans for 2006 include developing the capability to stream sound directly over the web so it could be played in a large lecture/concert hall using 5 channel sound.  One idea under consideration is using a new standard developed by Dolby Labs

The Mori Web site is: http://memento.ieor.berkeley.edu/
Other related internet-based installations of Professor Goldberg's include:

2000:  Ouija 2000:  A telerobotic  Ouija board.

1999:  Mori. An internet-based earthwork.

1995-96:   The Telegarden.  A telerobotic garden.

3. The Tech Museum, San Jose, California.

Mary Lou Zoback, chair of the 1906 Alliance extended an invitation from the San Jose Tech Musem to Alliance members for a special evening screening to the new IMAX film ‘Forces of Nature’. Viewers of the 40-minute film will learn what scientists are doing to predict, prepare, and minimize damage for future earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and tornadoes. There are stunning graphics to explain some of the physical processes leading to these natural hazards.  The film is narrated by actor, Kevin Bacon and was produced by Graphic Films and the National Geographic; funded in part by the National Science Foundation.

Screening date is set for September 23, at 7:00 PM, all Alliance members and one guest are invited to attend.

4. Update of Academic/Research Group activities.

Lind Gee, University of California, Berkeley Seismological Lab -- 1906 Alliance coordinator for the Academic/Research sub-committee group -- Ten colleges and universities are members of the Alliance and planning commemorative activities.  Plans include open houses/large scale public outreach (Humboldt State, UC Davis, UC Berkeley), exhibits – on campus and/or coordinated with local museums (Humboldt State, Stanford, UC Berkeley, UC Santa Cruz), walking tours/field trips (San Francisco State, UC Berkeley, UC Davis), speaker series and/or special classes (Skyline College, Stanford, UC Berkeley), educational videos (Skyline College), earthquake film series (Skyline College), K-12 activities (UC Berkeley).  Other plans include special Web sites for access to historical materials, seminars and workshops, earthquake preparedness activities, and publications.  Most campuses are involved in multi-disciplinary planning.

Lind asked the colleges and universities to submit their plans to the Alliance Web site.  She also encouraged people to contact other academic institutions not currently participating.

Open Discussion of new projects.

- Phil Stoffer (USGS) made a preliminary announcement of an upcoming Society of Economic Paleontologists and Mineralogists (SEPM) 2-day field trip that will take place in the Santa Cruz Mountains on October 9-10. The geology field trip will focus on the San Andreas Fault and areas that were ruptured during the 1906 earthquake and the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake.   The field trip will include the Skyline region area, Watsonville preserve, Los Trancos preserve and lots of open scenic space where participants will be looking at evidence of active earthquake faults. If you are interested in participating please contact Phil Stoffer at <pstoffer@usgs.gov>. More information will be provided later on.

- The 1906 San Francisco Refugee Shacks may have found a semi-permanent home at the San Francisco Zoo.  If anyone could temporarily use a shack(s) as an exhibit or would like to restore them, or have the space to hold them temporarily, please contact Woody LaBounty with Western Neighborhood Project at < woody@outsidelands.org >

- Tina Niemi (working with Carol Prentice, USGS) – Invited all 1906 Alliance members to view a trench on the Northern San Andreas Fault exposed on the Vedanta Retreat property in Olema, Marin County.  The trench viewing was Friday, July 30, 2004 at 10 AM.  

The Vedanta marsh is an exceptional site because predominately fine-grained, organic-rich deposits have continuously buried the fault during the Holocene.  Presently, there are two open trenches and a large V-ditch exposure.  These exposures show evidence for 11 earthquakes on the San Andreas Fault over about 3000 years. They also have evidence for the amount of slip in the penultimate event exposed in plain view.

Tina is looking for expertise assistance perhaps from the artist or museum community on how to make a “peel” of the trench surface that exposes the fault traces. The peels provide an underground view of faulting in exposures that often have clear evidence of multiple earthquakes they would be a fantastic part of a 1906 Centennial exhibit.

- Joann Scordino, Office of Emergency Services, City of San Francisco – Joann is coordinating activities for an upcoming 15-year San Francisco commemoration of the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake on Sunday, October 17, 2004 from 4 PM – 7 PM.  More information to come. 

Since 1999, OES has been having an annual Community Disaster Fair.  This year on October 9-10 (Sat/Sun) the annual Community Disaster Fair will be held in conjunction with Fleet Week in San Francisco will have the Fair at the Marina Green in San Francisco from 10-4 PM.  The 1906 Alliance has been invited to participate as a way to expand membership and is an opportunity to let the local community know who the 1906 Alliance is and we are doing.

- - Fred Turner, Earthquake Engineering Research Institute, CA Safety Commission—

Half-dozen structural engineers who live in the city of Alameda approached the city and arranged for a Saturday where they worked with the city facility managers and did some rapid earthquake safety evaluations of city facilities in Alameda.  The meeting was very beneficial for the city of Alameda, it took four hours time, and the city managers now know a lot more about there earthquake risk.  Fred Turner would like to repeat the same process in other jurisdictions that are interested in doing the same. Fred would also help recruit volunteers from his organization to help other cities and counties with the process. If interested please contact Fred Turner at 

< Turner@StateSeismic.com >.

- Peter Yanev, EERI –

Recommends that the 1906 Alliance consider producing a documentary similar to the KRON-Ch. 4 hour-long documentary called, “Earthquakes: Where the Fault Lies.” The documentary was written and produced by Brian Hackney, science editor, and was televised on May 5 and May 23, 2004.  The documentary presented a flyover of Bay Area faults as they look from the air.  The visuals from the air have a greater impact than on the ground as you see the faults go through cities, homes, etc.  Peter Yanev highly recommends the documentary.

- Mary Lou Zoback, USGS (’06 Alliance, Chair)  –

Mary Lou has been in contact with a Sue Sommers, a film producer from Britain who has funding from the History Channel, Ch.4-Britain, French and German television to do an hour-long film on the 1906 earthquake for the Centennial.  The film will cover the 1906 earthquake, what was learned from it as well as and future of earthquake research. Sommers co-produced the recent box office “Touching the Void.” The film will be televised internationally when completed.

Mary Lou also mentioned a presentation she heard recently about the city of Berkeley;s “property transfer tax” program.  Each time a residential property transfers in Berkeley this tax (1.5% of the purchase price?) is split between the buyer and seller. Berkeley voters approved that 0.5% of this tax be held in an escrow account and used for seismic retrofitting of the home.  Since the program has been in place (since the mid-1990s?) for roughly about 80% of the effected homes sold, the buyers have taken advantage of the program.

Mary Lou encourages all member of the 1906 Alliance to work with others in the community, not only to put together exhibits, but also to bring about permanent policy changes that will make Northern California more earthquake resistsnat. 

Conclusion

Attendees:

Will Elder, Golden Gate NRA

Vladimir Graizer, CGS

Tina Niemi, UMKC

Susan Guevara, LHS

*Susan Garcia, USGS

Steve Johnson, Bank of America

Steve Finacom, UC Berkeley

S.J. Burton, NARA

Rodger Birt, San Francisco State

Richard Lambert, Skyline Collete

Phil Stoffer, USGS

Peter Yanev, EERI

Mel Zucker, Skyline College

*Mary Lou Zoback, USGS

Maggie Kimball, Stanford University

*Lind Gee, UC Berkeley

Ken Goldberg, UC Berkeley

Joe Sutton, SEAONC

JoAnn Scordino, SF OES

Jim Tanner, E Clampos Vitos

Ian Turner, CCSF DBI

Ian MacGregor, Science Education Association

Greg Beroza, Stanford University

Greg Bartow, SFPUC

Esther Ingrao, SF Chronicle

Dolissa Medina, Artist working with SFFD

David Piff, National Archives

David Mendoza, Bank of America

Dan Nealand, NARA - National Archives

Catherine King, SF Public Library

Carter Roberts, USGS

Carl Mortensen, USGS 

*Aimee Klask, Oakland Museum

*Fred Turner, Earthquake Engineering Research Institute, CA Safety Commission

-----------------------

*Indicates member of 1906 Alliance Steering Committee.

