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                                    ’06 Earthquake Centennial Alliance
web page:

www.seismo.berkeley.edu/
seismo/1906/bay.html

PARTNERS

Museums/Exhibitions

Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley

CA Academy of Science 

CA Exhibition Resources Alliance

CA Historical Society

Museum of the City of San Francisco

Exploratorium

Lawrence Hall of Science

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 

Oakland Museum

Palo Alto Historical Association

Randall Museum 

San Francisco Fire Museum

San Francisco Public Library

San Francisco History Center 

The Tech Museum in San Jose 

Parks/Outdoor Activities

California State Parks

East Bay Regional Parks

Point Reyes National Seashore 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area

K-12 Education

CA Science Teachers Association

Scientific/Professional Societies
Earthquake Engineering Res. Institute

Seismological Society of America

Structural Engineering Asso. of N CA 
Academic/Research Groups 

CA Geological Survey

Hayward State University

Humboldt State University

San Francisco State University

San Jose State University

Stanford University

University of California, Berkeley

US Geological Survey
Public Policy, Mitigation, Preparedness

Association of Bay Area Governments

FEMA

E Clampus Vitus

California Office Emergency Services

City of San Francisco

Red Cross

Western States Seismic Policy Council




MINUTES—GENERAL MEETING ON APRIL 15, 2003

10:00 AM - 12:00 noon

Oakland Museum restaurant
Summary of two recent Steering Committee meetings--Mary Lou Zoback
1. 
Mary Lou Zoback summarized some decisions made in two recent Steering Committee meetings held on 2/10 and 3/10/03. Minutes of those meetings are on the web page.  Probably most important, the Steering Committee discussed several models for the level of activity of the Alliance:

A) It simply functions as a forum for communication and mutual support, no other role 

B) It coordinates the efforts of the partners and, in addition, takes on projects of its own

C) It begins as A) then evolves into B) as the centennial approaches (for example, it could ramp up into a much more active role in late 2004 or early 2005)

After much discussion, the Steering Committee agreed on model C.  The Alliance should function as an umbrella organization, coordinating and promoting all activities related to the commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the 1906 earthquake.  It should provide a forum for communication among and mutual support of the partners.  It should also work to ensure no unnecessary overlap of efforts.  

The Steering Committee recognized that as the ’06 Alliance moves into a more active role, a dedicated coordinator/Executive Director will be required.  In order to pay such an individual and to produce the guidebook(s), support a web site, possibly hire a professional PR firm, etc., some fund raising would be necessary. The Steering Committee also discussed the fact that it would desirable to get a volunteer coordinator involved now, particularly someone with the marketing/PR skills, to help in the initial promotion.  Hopefully this could evolve into a paid position, as fund raising efforts were successful.  Another Steering Committee member, Charlie Scawthorn, reported he had discussed the position with an individual who is potentially interested in taking it on on a volunteer basis initially.  This individual has an extensive background in financial operations, marketing, and strategic planning.

Charlie also raised the issue at the General Meeting of the need to begin now to develop a business plan and timeline for all the activities of the Alliance.  Individual groups need to construct their budgets and determine their unmet needs so the Alliance can start to focus on which activities will be appropriate for additional Alliance fund raising.  The plan, timeline and budget information will need to be developed and coordinated before we can approach potential funders.  These efforts were discussed as the primary initial responsibility for the Executive Director.

The group agreed to hold general Alliance coordination meetings every 3 months, as these meetings are a good way to develop synergy between projects and share information.  The next General Meeting was scheduled for July 22, 2002 at from 10:00AM-12:00 at the Oakland Museum.  The Steering Committee agreed to meet every other month to help maintain momentum.
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Involving the K-12 science teachers community--Judy Scotchmoor
Judy Scotchmoor runs the paleontological museum at UC Berkeley and is on the Board of Directors of the California Science Teachers Association. Judy spoke briefly about how earthquakes are dealt with in the school science curricula; the impacts of earthquakes are generally not covered, nor are positive messages about the benefit of earthquakes (shaping California’s landscape, the source of the structures that trap our oil and gas, create our mineral resources, etc.).  She also reported that she had contacted Doug McConnell and he is very interested in doing a Bay Area Backroads show related to the Centennial. Doug also works part-time for the Gordon Moore Foundation and thought that Centennial activities might be something they would be interested in supporting, she forwarded some background information to him.

Juday reported that she saw many opportunities to connect the K-12 science teachers with planned 06 Alliance activities:

1.  California Science Teachers Association can provide several connections to the K-12 community:

· Dissemination of activities and resources through CSTA website, quarterly newspaper, and various listservs and e-mails (BASA, CABAP, etc.)

· Annual Conference will be held in San Francisco in 2006 and can provide a venue for highlighting programs, resources, etc.  CSTA conferences at any time provide a good way to provide professional development for teachers

· CSTA is currently focusing efforts to increase the teaching of earth science in our classrooms

2.  The K-12 student and their teachers is a target audience for most museums and informal science centers.  Thus it makes good sense to work together to look at potential programs and resources that are currently available and those that might be developed closer to the actual centennial.  Examples might include:

· Web casts from the Exploratorium focusing on evidence (evidence that we live in a seismologically active area)  

· Website showing signs of seismicity and then have students find examples of such evidence in their own neighborhoods and post to website?

· Literature search on stories of the 1906 earthquake and fire that might be appropriate for student reading.  Also on other earthquakes.

· Exploratorium Fault Line

· Presidio images – relief aspects 

3.  Overall plan:

· Identify local team to work on this.  Identify S. California counterpart.  

· Begin dissemination efforts in 2005:

· teacher professional development 

· resources available

· comprehensive calendar

· speaker lists

· guided walks for evidence of seismicity

· website and literature search

Spoke about how earthquakes are dealt with in the school science curricula, the impacts of earthquakes is generally not covered, nor are positive messages about the benefit of earthquakes (shaping California’s landscape, the source of the structures that trap our oil and gas, create our mineral resources, etc.)

Bay Area Backroads

Moore Foundation potentially interested 

Oakland Museum's expanded plans--Mark Medeiros
The Oakland Museum is planning a major Earthquake Exhibition for April thru October 2006 will take a fresh approach to earthquakes and their affect on California (comparable in scale and scope to their highly successful Gold Rush exhibition a few years ago).  Using the 100th anniversary of the 1906 earthquake, the first significant earthquake to hit a major metropolitan district in this country, the exhibition will look at how earthquakes affect the lives and 
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development of individuals as well as entire communities and regions.  Additionally, the show will explore how our understanding of earthquakes has evolved, while pointing out the challenges to preparedness, both mentally and physically.  The show will be approximately 8,000 sq. ft. with the possibility of traveling to other museums in the state and across the country.

'06 Alliance web page--Lind Gee
primarily a tool for internal communication.  Minutes of past meetings are posted.

Stimulate all to visit site and register their plan activities?

Other new business/information—

A draft one page information sheet on the Alliance and its goals was distributed at the meeting.  Phil Fradkin raised the issue as to whether the name and/or mission statement should be expanded to include mention of the 1906 fire.  There was considerable discussion and it was decided that the Steering Committee would take the issue under advisement and come back with recommended changes at the next General Meeting.

Breakout by discipline groups--REPORTS

In an attempt to facilitate self organization of groups with similar interests, we will used the second half of the meeting to break up into smaller group discussions.  Individual organizations updated their plans and discussed further coordination of plans moving forward and needs they might have from the Alliance. In the final 20 minutes of the meeting we reconvened to hear reports from the various breakout groups.  Those reports are summarized below.

Museums/Exhibitions-museums, university campus, at sites of retrofit projects, etc.-- Mark Medeiros 

· Oakland Museum’s exhibition plans already discussed.

· The San Francisco Fire Museum is planning on working with the San Francisco Airport to put on an exhibition related to the fire department and Red Cross.

· Legion of Honor—planning an exhibition of Arnold Genthe photographs of 1906

· San Francisco Public Library, the San Francisco History Center—planning a photo exhibition with letters (culled from their collections) showing some of the more unique aspects of the 1906 earthquake.  Exhibition would be 1500 to 2200 sq. ft.  They are open to public programs and co-sponsorship.

· USGS open house May 31 to June 1st, 2003.  This event has typically attracted ~20,000 over the weekend.  All are invited to attend and see the exhibits.

Parks/Outdoor Activities-Park exhibits and guidebooks--Phil Stoffer, USGS

The breakout group included representation from the USGS and National Parks in the SF Bay region.  We discussed the need to also involve representatives from  California State Parks, East Bay Regional Parks, various Open Space groups, and others. 

One goal the subgroup discussed was to work together to develop a series of popular (for the lay public) field guides to active faults throughout the Bay Area.  These guides/field trips could be of two main types:  1) guides and open air exhibits about fault exposures in public parks/lands  2) guides to faults in urban areas.  Both types of guides should be useful to educators as well as the lay public. 

Excellent models exist for guides to faults in urban areas.  CA OES (Oakland) produced two pamphlets entitled "Living on the Fault", number I is 'A Field Guide to the Visible Evidence of the Hayward Fault', and number II is "A Field Guide to the Visible Evidence of the San Andreas'.  Both have specific stops with photographs of schools, other structures where evidence of the fault is visible. They show the fault traces on clever caricature type maps that depict main highways, BART, development, and the fault trace. They should serve as a model for similar guides to other Bay Area faults and should be evaluated to determine if they need updating—the guides will probably require fundraising.
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In terms of guides and exhibits on park and open space land, potential locations abound.  NPS contributions will include guides and field trips on park lands including: the Earthquake Trail at Point Reyes National Seashore, the fault-
related geology on Golden Gate National Recreation Area lands,and possibly fault exposures near Pinnacles National Park near Salinas.  We also will attempt to round up a number of Bay Area earth scientists (from the USGS, state and private universities, as well as consultants) and Bay Area educators who are willing to contribute field guide descriptions about fault exposures in public places.  This may be an excellent opportunity to get students from the California state universities and community colleges involved with in projects to develop such guides and exhibits. 

Brainstorming ideas for other types of outdoor activities include: fault runs, fault bicycle races/loops, and fault walks. 

Public Programs-lectures, field trips, web casts, aimed at general public--Mary Miller, Exploratorium
K-12 Education-possible curriculum development--Judy Scotchmoor, CA Science Teachers Association

These two groups decided to meet together and discuss public programs in general. Although they felt it was still a bit early to make firm plans for public programs as the knowledge and ideas often come out of the development process for exhibits, books and other projects, they did offer several possible ideas:

1. High-profile lecture series (City Arts and Lectures model)  with prominent  scientist/science authors along the lines of John McPhee (Assembling California)

2. “Treasure hunt” around the city and parks for evidence of earthquake activity (earth movement, bridge or building retrofits, etc.). Participants could take pictures and post on the web, in classrooms, etc. 

3. Guided walks in the city and countryside revealing how the area has been altered physically and culturally by seismic activity.

4. Presidio interested in highlighting their earthquake history. The base provided an important role in the 1906 fire and earthquake (they were the first fire dept. to respond).

5. Develop resources for groups that want to organize an event at their venue including

* a calendar of events on the web showing all the related activities

* speaker list of scientists, historians, and authors that could give talks at schools, community centers and other smaller venues

* suggested reading lists, websites, and other resources for community groups and schools wanting to raise awareness or organize smaller events

6. 
Popular local show “Bay Area Backroads” has already been contacted by Judy Scotchmoor and they have indicated an interest in doing a show or perhaps series of shows.

Scientific/Professional Societies/University/Academic groups-activities whose primary audience is the scientific/professional  community--Lind Gee, UC Berkeley

A joint meeting of the SSA and EERI is planned for the 100th anniversary week, both are international meetings.  On Tuesday, April 18, 2006, there are plans for a meeting for the public where scientists, engineers and policy makers will speak on progress in earthquake science and engineering, future directions, and crafting effective policy to deal with earthquakes.

Public Policy, Mitigation, and Preparedness-translating our messages into action--Jeanne Perkins, ABAG

This breakout group came up with four recommendations:

(1) There should be a "short" personal and family preparedness and mitigation piece (similar in format to a USGS fact sheet or a "short" magazine insert) made available for free at all the museums, etc.

(2) There should be a paper on the history of preparedness - past 100 years to what we say NOW in the glossy museum book with the 8 - 10 papers (jointly prepared by Red Cross, OES, ABAG, etc)
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(3) Organizations and committees with decision makers should be offered the opportunity to have meetings at museums and other venues with exhibits when these are closed to the public.

(4) There should be a way to build on the EERI / etc "Living Risk Model" through web data, SimCity-type games, Bay Model displays, or other ideas.


